El dorado Architects rethink the Quonset hut to
enliven simple, new offices for the HODGDON
POWDER COMPANY in rural Kansas
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By Russsall Fortmoyer

L wasn't image consciousness or architectural publicity that con-

vinced the board of the Hodgdon Powder Company ta hire an

architect to design its new production facility’s administration

building near Herlngron, Kansas, It was the employess, Tom
Shepherd, the CEO, of the Overland Park, Kansas—based punpowder
canpaiiy, sayk he took one look at the oviginal proposed Butler building
for the facilitys staff and he knew it would not be a pleasant place to
worle. ™1 ook o little riak,” shepherd says, noting that miuch of his staff ni-
tally resisted the idea of open affices, "And 1 learned a greai deal”

For starters, Shepherd says, the building, which opened on
september 2007, designed by Kansas Cly, Missouri-based El dorado
Archirects; looks nothing like what he imagined when he deseribed his
company’s necds 1o the architects, The team at Bl dorado split the simple,
B, 500 squarg-foot progrvm-—reception, meeting space, offices, dining,
inita thiee separate buildings oriented around out
door circulation spaces and a garden of native planis, Josh Shelton, o
prineipal at Bl dorado, proposed using the Quonset hnt SYALEIm—a e
engineercd structure—io the company after he saw similag i‘mlulph.':- for
nearby afrplane hangars and rural agricultural buildings. “The Quonset
hut is already such a beautiiul section of corrugated ribs, so we did not
wiint tamess with this g .ml ayatem,” Sheltan says. “We created o com

and locker roams

pound of sorts that braught indoor and outdoar spaces together, peeling
daway i series of spanning ribs to credte an overhend canopy Its merely
coincidental, Shelton aitys, that the profect conldd be reacd h)ﬁ some s loolke
g like o double-barreled shotgun in plan,

Buit the simiplicity of this design coneeals just how much the can
temporiry appeatance of the buildings disturbs local conventions, For
there are really only two competing strains of small industrial architectire
1 Kansas: house or barmn. [n Many « Iﬂii:"'d ;||1i,| [Ty, YLl will 5ep [FUT 5
built, brick-clad houses of dubious scale that operate as administration
buildings for family-owned companies. If not a house, then you will see i
pre-engineered, metal box of a building, like o barn with small windows,
filling the same role, This anonymous architecture blankets Alneric,
Herington, which is 1 hours north of Wichita, bordering the state's rolling
Flint Hills region, is certainly no exception,

A Kansas riner would most lilkely refer fo o larger Quonset hut
used for agriciliure asa “round-top!” You see these types of Bufldings aprin-
kled through the countryside, in various sizes, because of thelr material
t‘lﬁcicnuy the walls and roof are condensed into a 5inh‘_||_-| :\'-1‘1'"-‘-'51[1]-‘“1'ti|1ﬂ
structure. Bul a Quonset hut certainly Intiodices a particular set of design
problems, El dorado collaborated with the hut's fabrlcator, Steclmaster USA,
to work out the size, span, and details of the galvanized-sieel hut Shelton
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